We are disciples…we make disciples
Rev. Dr. Ricardo Ramos-Diaz
“Go, make of all disciples.” We welcome thy command.“Lo, I am with you always.” We take thy guiding
hand. The task looms large before us; we follow without fear; in heaven and earth thy power shall bring
God´s kingdom here. (“Go, Make all Disciples- UMH 571)

We want our church to experience growth; we want to see new people join the church.
I am convinced that when we truly and wholeheartedly welcome Jesus´ command –“ Go,
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit “(Matthew 28:19) – growth happens . Jesus´ words are
known as “The Great Commission”. Every disciple is call to live up to “The Great
Commission”. Every disciple is call to abide by the command. Every decision and action of
a clergy, as well of the laity, measures up to “The Great Commission”. The “Great
Commission” is the church´s standard and goal.
The church needs to understand and embrace “The Great Commission”. But, so often
“The Great Commission” is “The Great Omission”. So often, we don´t seek or pursue new
opportunities to make disciples. So often, as we look the task before us, we are not willing to
risk. We are afraid of moving on. We tend to see obstacles and limitations. So often, as a
church, we let fear take over our hearts and direct our decisions. The hymn affirms, “we
welcome thy command…we take thy guiding hand…we follow without fear… thy power
shall bring God´s kingdom here.” God calls us to be disciples and to make disciples. No
excuses, no delays.
As your pastor and spiritual leader, I will abide by “The Great Commission”. I will
continue to lead and orient the church to live up to “The Great Commission”. By God´s
grace, I will continue to support decisions that will bring the kingdom of God here. I will
continue to embrace initiatives for ministry that meet Jesus´ standard and goal for us. I will,
by God´s power, stand firm in favor of ministries to make disciples among people of all ages,
races, socio-economic status, languages and religious traditions. With God´s help, I will
continue to encourage every person to invest his/her time, talent and treasure in making
disciples. My question before God will always be, “Does this decision helps us to achieve
your “Great Commission? If the answer from God is “yes”, I will step up a gear. If the
answer from God is “no”, I will continue to pray and seek for advice. Our community is in
great need of experiencing God´s love in their lives and family. “The Great Commission” is
about sharing God´s love to those around us. Will you join me as we all engage in making
disciples for Jesus in Linden?

LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER

Caroline Long
Casey Curtin
Thomas Long
Bertina Bradford
Doris Henel
Ethel Steiniger

October 3
Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
October 10
Jeremiah 29:1,4-7; Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19

…….and many, many more!!

October 17
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8
October 24
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
October 31
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10a

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO:

Gertrude Kiely
Keith Martinson
William Harty
Ruth Schulte
Anthony Fiorito
Bill Forster
Charles Lamont
Leigh Ann Cross
Janet Pavlinic
Richard Halterman
Debbie Schickel
William Henel
Betty Hoff
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ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
WHEN?

Saturday, October 16th

WHERE? Aldersgate Hall
TIME?

7:00 P.M. – Pastor/Parish
Committee
8:00 P.M. – All members of
our Church.

Our annual church Conference is held
once a year and presided over by our
District Superintendent, Rev. Dr.
Robert Costello.
This is a very important meeting and
we ask all members of our church to
attend. The Nominating Committee
will present their recommendations
for filling the offices of the church
for 2011. Additional nominations will
nr accepted from the floor.
Reports will be given for 2010 and
plans for the coming year will be
presented.
Come join us!!! This is your church
and you are all an important part of
it. As we have done the past three
years, we will once again vote whether
to welcome El Redentor back to our
church for another year.
If you need transportation, please
contact our Administrative Council
Chairperson, Bob Carhart, 925-4865.

MEMORIAL GARDEN

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
On Tuesday morning, September 7th at 11:30 a.m.
members of the United Methodist Women
gathered at the home of the president, Doris
Henel. She was hosting a luncheon for the women
and they were paying $10. per person which was
given to the United Methodist Women as a fundraiser for the organization. It was a delightful day,
with a 100% turnout and a wonderful way to start
their new season.
Along with the money paid for the luncheon, the
women also contributed money in two banks, kept
in the cars of MaryJane Koslosky and Doris
Henel. as they transported church friends during
the summer months. The total collected was over
$70. and now the empty banks are back in the cars
to be filled again!
Plans were made for the Rummage Sale to be held
on October 22nd and 23rd. The treasurer, Mildred
Ebert reported that so far, $885. has been collected
to help Mycroft Laryea in his fight against sickle
cell anemia that has attacked him since childhood.
We will be putting the jar back in the sanctuary on
the piano and hope that our church members will
continue to fill it so that we will be able to
contribute at least $1,000. to Mycroft to help him
see a special doctor in Africa in November.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 5th at
11:30 a.m. in Aldersgate Hall. All women of the
church are invited to join them. You are always
welcome!
****************************************
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO DIANN
SCHWEIKARDT WHO WAS OUR SUMMER
ORGANIST MOST OF THE SUMMER, AND TO
REV. DAVID KROTCHKO AND BOB CARHART
WHO PREACHED IN THE ABSENCE OF REV.
RAMOS WHO WAS ON VACATION FOR 3 WEEKS
IN AUGUST.

Gertrude Baldwin, who has been in charge of the
Memorial Garden every since it was established,
announced that the Japanese tree on the left side
of the front of the church has been trimmed and
all the trees within the fence of the Memorial
Garden and in front of the church, will also be
trimmed. Actually, by the time this Messenger
comes out, it might have already been done.
Everything seems to grow so fast and it is
important that we take care of the Garden. In the
Spring, the trees are bursting with color and many
people walking down Wood Avenue comment
about the beauty they bring to the center of town.
Every tree and bush is in memory or honor of a
loved one.
Thank you Gertrude, for taking such good care of
our Memorial Garden.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees are pleased
to report that the back porch of
the parsonage has been closed in
and finished off on the inside
with five new windows and
screens, a new door, and siding
on the outside to match the rest
of the house. In the near
future, and approved by the
Administrative Council, a new
roof will be put on the house,
the bathroom tile replaced and
finishing touches to the backroom
completed. It is important that
we take good care of our
parsonage. There are a few other
things that should be done, and
they will also be taken care of
soon.

OUR ENGLISH FRIENDS HAVE A WAY
WITH WORDS
“Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the
Snake and the Snake didn’t have a
leg to stand on.”

RUMMAGE SALE
The United Methodist Women are pleased to
announce that their annual rummage sale
will be as follows:
date: Friday, October 22 – 9 to 1 p.m.
Saturday, October 23 – 9 to noon
where: downstairs in Epworth hall

On Sunday, October 3rd at 10:00 a.m. we will be
celebrating Worldwide Communion Sunday along
with churches throughout the world and all
denominations. It is a day when we emphasize
that the body of Christ shares the sacrament in rich
diversity, while affirming, “there is one Body and
one Spirit”.
Envelopes will be given out in church the Sunday
before and also on October 3rd. All money
collected is sent to our Annual Conference.

STEWARDSHIP
Our Stewardship Committee emphasis
will begin on Sunday, October 3rd and
continue until Dedication Sunday,
October 24th at which time Stewardship
will host a Fellowship Hour following our
worship service. All are invited as we
celebrate the conclusion of our
Stewardship program.
During three Sundays in October, we
will be bringing messages and
information about the rewards we
receive from being good stewards of all
God has given us. Watch for future news
about this important matter.
Gertrude Baldwin, Chairperson
Stewardship Committee

DON’T GIVE GOD INSTRUCTIONS - JUST
REPORT FOR DUTY,

We need help to hang things up and fill the
tables. this year it is especially true since
a number of people have moved and we have
an overabundance of clothing and white
elephant items. we need your help!
our usual time of setting up is Thursday,
October 21st (the day before the sale) but
this year we will also be available to help
anyone that can come any time during that
week, day or night. (October 18th through
October 21st) just call doris henel, 486-5571
and she will make sure that some-ONE FROM
THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN WILL BE THERE
WITH YOU, WHATEVER TIME THAT IS.
we thank anyone that can help – you are
always there when we need you!

Council, 925-4865. We have people that will
be glad to pick you up.
PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND ANY MEETING
THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ELECTED TO!

it will still happen!

I’M SURE YOU HAVE NOTICED A FEW OF
THE CARTOONS IN THIS MESSENGER.
WE RECENTLY OBTAINED SOME AND
HOPE YOU ENJOY THEM! (How
appropriate the one above is since we are going
through our Stewardship program now!)

We reported that neither kime smith or
ethel strand will be able to be with us for
anniversary Sunday, September 26th, to
receive their 50-year pins.
It won’t happen then, but we are happy to
announce that Ethel Strand, son Tim and
his wife, clare and Ethel’s sister-in-law
will be with us on October 24th (Dedication
of pledge cards Sunday) and the coffee
hour following hosted by the stewardship
committee.
we will be happy to see them all.

ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH MEETINGS
Some of our church meetings have had a
very low attendance and that makes it
difficult to take care of church business.
The Board of Trustees has had to cancel
many meetings because they have not had
the majority of members attend. They are
the only committee in the church that MUST
have a majority attending in order to conduct
a meeting.
We recently had an Administrative Council
meeting and about 6 members decided the
business of the church. Don’t you want to
have a say about what goes on in your
church?
If you have been elected as a chairperson or
a member of a committee, it is your
responsibility to attend the Administrative
Council meeting. They only meet FOUR
times a year, so it shouldn’t be difficult to
attend them.
If transportation is a problem, please contact
Bob Carhart, chairman of the Administrative

NOW THAT WE ARE BACK WORSHIPING IN OUR
SANCTUARY, LET’S FILL THE PEWS EVERY
SUNDAY!!!

weight watchers meet in aldersgate hall
every Tuesday between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m.
you are all welcome!

There will be a meeting in the near
future of people interested in helping
with the Fair. We will need many
people to help with the tables and
food. When you are asked to come to
a meeting, please say YES!.
The date will be announced as soon as
the committee meets. It will be
sometime in November as usual.
We believe that many in our church remember
Tom and Audrey Sara who, with their children,
were members of our church many years ago.
We thought you would be interested in a very sad
death that was in the paper recently.
Scott Walter Andersen, age 50, died suddenly on
Saturday, September 4, 2010 at Community
Center in Toms River, N. J.
Funeral services were held on Wednesday,
September 8, 2010 at the Higgins Home for
Funerals, in Watchung.
Scott was the husband of Susan (Sara) Andersen
and the son-in-law of Audrey Sara and the late
Tom Sara. He is also survived by his two
daughters, Kelsey and Kaitlyn, and son, Kyle.
Scott graduated from Hamburg High School and
Columbia University School of Engineering. He
was very active in all sports during school and
coaching his children’s athletic teams. He was the
managing director of Trexin Consulting in New
York City.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Susan and her
family.

PRAYER LIST FOR THE LAST MONTHS
Mary Barnes
Howard Martinson
Mary Dalziel
Janet Pavlinic
Ronald Wiliams, Jr.
Bill Martin, Jr.
Kime Smith
Anne Ogier
Bill Heinaman
Mickey Kiely

Ethel Strand
Katherine Perona
Leona Parker
Thomas Varga
Mycroft Laryea
Juan Flores
Vivienne Merrill
Carolyn Franz
Doris Stamer
Bill Forster

Please continue your prayers for all.

WE HAVE A FAIR CHAIRPERSON!

BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES

When we first started typing this
October Messenger, we did not have a
chairperson of our annual Christmas
Fair, and so were asking for a
volunteer. But we are happy to
report that we have one now – Louise
Beyer, who chaired it last year, will do
it again this year. She will be assisted
by Lorraine Carhart who held the
same position in 2009 and worked
very well with Louise.

Rev. Ramos is continuing his Bible
classes in the Youth Room, downstairs
from Aldersgate Hall, on Tuesdays, from
11 a.m. to 12 noon. The first one was
held on September 14th after taking
time off for vacations during the
summer.
Please come and join us. Our subject
was The Ten Commandments in the
Spring and we will certainly have
another interesting topic to discuss.

The LeDuc’s send their greetings and their thanks
for the love our congregation shared with them
when their children were young.
We send our best wishes to the happy couple for a
long and happy marriage. How fast the years
have passed!

Elizabeth LeDuc escorted by her father, Rev.
David LeDuc as she walks down the aisle of the
Vincent United Methodist Church in Nutley, N. J.
On Saturday, August 14, 2010, Elizabeth LeDuc
and Mark Langan were married at Vincent United
Methodist Church in Nutley, N. J.
Elizabeth is the daughter of Rev. David LeDuc (a
former pastor of Linden UMC) and his wife,
Karen. Vincent UMC is where Dave is now the
pastor.
The service was conducted by Rev. Jean
McMullan and Rev. Frank Kowar who are friends
of each family. Dave had long told Beth he would
just want to be the father of the bride on her
wedding day.
The wedding party included bride’s two brothers,
Scott and Billy. The reception was held at the
Regency House in Wayne, attended by Elizabeth’s
first baby sitter, Allison Blanford (daughter of
Lorraine & Bob Carhart) and her husband, Brian.
The couple honeymooned in Orlando visiting
Disney World, Universal Studios, and Discovery
Cove.
Elizabeth was not quite one-year-old when the
family came to Linden and she started Sunday
School there when she turned three.

Elizabeth LeDuc and Mark Langan take their
vows on the day of their wedding.

BITS AND PIECES
John Henel will be arriving in Linden on
September 29th for his 40th High School reunion at
the Crown Plaza in Clark on October 2nd. Of
course, Doris Henel, will just be pleased to see
him, even if it is a short visit.
Bill Martin was back in Linden cleaning up his
home to get it ready to sell. He will be living in
Maine, where he has been for the last year. He
and his mother, Gail Martin Giuffrida, who helped
him, stayed with Doris Henel in her home, mostly
just sleeping there.

OCTOBER, 2010
SUNDAY

3
8:30-Choir Rehearsal
10 – Worship Service
STEWARDSHIP KICK
OFF SUNDAY
Stewardship Moment
Gertrude Baldwin

10
8:30-Choir Rehearsal
10-Worship Service
Stewardship Moment
Pamela Humphries

17 8:30 Choir Rehearal
10:00-Worship Service
Stewardship Moment
Bob Carhart
LAITY SUNDAY
24 8:30 - Choir
10:00 Worship Service
Stewardship Moment
Gertrude Baldwin
DEDICATION OF
PLEDGE CARDS.
Reception follows in
Aldersgate Hall All
welcome!

MONDAY

4
NO TRUSTEE
MEETING - YOU
WILL BE NOTIFIED
WHEN THE MEETING
WILL BE
HELD

11
COLUMBUS DAY
4:30-9:30Fencing School

18
4:30 – 9:30
Fencing School
SET UP RUMMAGE
ANY TIME
25

4:30-9:30 Fencing Sch.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

5 11 - Bible Study
12 noon – United Meth.
Women – Aldersgate
Hall – bring sandwich
4:30-9:30Fencing School
4:30- 6:30-Weight
Watchers in
Aldersgate Hall

6

7

4:30-9:30 Fencing
School

4:30-9:30Fencing School

12
11- Bible Study in
Youth Room
Fenc. Sch. 4:30- 9:30

13

14

4:30-9:30Fencing School

4:30-9:30Fencing School

19 11 – Bible Study
4:30 –9:30 Fencing Sch.
4;30-6:30-Weight Watchers
in
Aldersgate Hall
SET UP RUMMAGE
26
11 – Bible Study in
Youth Room
4:30-9:30 Fencing Sch.

20
4:30-9:30
Fencing School
SET UP RUMMAGE
ANY TIME

4:30-6:30 – Weight
Watchers in Aldersgate
Hall

4:30-6:30-Weight Watchers
in
Aldersgate Hall

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
9:30-1:30
Fencing School

8

9

9:30-1:30 –
Fencing School
15

16
9:30-1:30Fencing School
CHURCH
CONFERENCE
7Pastor/Parish
8-All members
attend

21
4:30-9:30 Fencing Sch

22

SET UP RUMMAGE
9:30 A. M..

RUMMAGE SALE
9 TO 1 A.M.

27

28

29

23
9:30-1:30
Fencing School
RUMMAGE
SALE
9 TO NOON
30
9:30-1:30
Fencing School

4:30-9:30 Fencing Sch.

4:30 - 9:30 Fencing
School

31
8:30-Choir
10-Worship

