THE LORD’S PRAYER
March 2011
"Teach us how to pray," the disciples said to Jesus. (Luke 11, 1) He answered by teaching them the prayer we
call the Our Father or The Lord's Prayer.
The Lord's Prayer is a basic Christian prayer. As a model of prayer, every Christian learns it by heart. It appears
everywhere in the church's life: in its liturgy and sacraments, in public and private prayer. It 's a prayer
Christians treasure.
Though we memorize it as a set formula, the Lord's Prayer shouldn't be repeated mechanically or without
thought. Its purpose is to awaken and stimulate our faith. Through this prayer Jesus invites us to approach God
as Father. Indeed, the Lord's Prayer has been called a summary of the gospel.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
When Moses approached God on Mount Sinai, he heard a voice saying, "Do not come near; put off your shoes
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." An infinite chasm separates us from the
transcendent God.
In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus invites us to draw near to God who is beyond human understanding, who dwells in
mystery, who is all holy. We can call God "our Father".
Calling God "Father" does not mean that God is masculine. God is beyond the categories of gender, of
masculine or feminine. None of our descriptions of God is adequate. God, who is "in heaven", whose name is
holy, cannot be fully known by us.
By calling God "Father" we are more rightly describing ourselves and our relationship with God. Jesus teaches
that we have a filial relationship with God; God sees us as if we were a daughter or a son. And we, on our part,
can approach God in the familiar confident way a child approaches a loving parent. What is more, we approach
God through God's only Son, Jesus Christ, who unites us to himself .
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
God's kingdom. Jesus often said that God's power would appear and renew all creation. God like a mighty king
would rule over the earth according to a plan that unfolds from the beginning of the world. God's kingdom
would be marked by peace and justice. Good would be rewarded and evil punished. The kingdom, according to
Jesus, is not far off, but already present in our midst, though not yet revealed.
In the Lord's prayer we pray that God's kingdom come, that God's will, which is for our good, be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
We are God's children. What can be more childlike than this petition in which we pray for our daily bread, a
word that describes all those physical, human and spiritual gifts we need to live. With the confidence of children
we say: "Give us this day what we need."
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
This petition of the Lord's Prayer is a demanding one. Not only do we ask God's forgiveness for our daily
offenses, but we link God's forgiveness of us with our forgiveness of others. Forgiving others is not always easy
to do. We need God's help to do it. But it must be done or we ourselves cannot receive God's mercy.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Life is not easy. It is a daily battle. Trials like sickness and failure can crush our spirits. False values and easy
promises can entice us and even destroy our souls. And so we ask God to keep us from failing when we are
tested, to help us to know the right thing to do, to deliver us from the evil which awaits us in life.
The Lord's Prayer sums up the teaching of Jesus. It is also a prayer that offers the grace of Jesus: his reverence
for God, his childlike confidence in his Father, and his power to go bravely through life no matter what comes.
When we pray his prayer, his spirit becomes our own.

LECTIONARY FOR MARCH

TIME TO ORDER YOUR EASTER LILY

March 6
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

Another Easter! Another beautiful sanctuary
filled with lilies in memory and honor of our
loved ones and our beautiful Easter banner!
The cost this year will be the same as last year $7.50. You can take your plant home after the
Easter service or give it to one of our housebound members.
There will be fliers in the Sunday bulletin to
order your lily and it will be listed in memory or
honor of your loved one in the Easter Sunday
bulletin. Please put the flier and money in an
envelope and put it in the offering plate in one
of the next few Sundays.
If you will not be in church you can mail the
information and check. to Mrs. Gertrude
Baldwin, 609 W. Elm Street, Linden, N. J. 07036
or call her at 908-862-9473.
Easter is late this year – April 26th.

March 13
Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7; Psalm 23
Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11
March 20
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17
March 27
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAYA TO:
Jeffrey T. Scott, Jr.
Steven Curtin
Andrew Moore
Lois Burns
Joseph Cocco
Virginia Chavan
Leona Parker
NancyJane Baldwin
Kenneth Long
Laura Schickel
Cynthia Mannino
Christopher Beyer
Leonard Parker
Christopher Cocco
Keith Burns
………….and many, many more!!!

2
7
8
9
9
10
11
16
19
19
21
22
23
26
27

EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED
THEIR BOXES OF OFFERING ENVELOPES
FOR 2011 BY THE FIRST OF THE YEAR.
PLEASE NOTE THAT SOME MEMBERS
WILL HAVE HAD THEIR ENVELOPE
NUMBERS CHANGED DUE TO THE
ELIMINATION OF SOME NUMBERS..

2011 SENIOR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
The Department of Public Property is looking for
the Outstanding Senior Citizen of the Year. We
have an application in the church office if you
want to recommend someone. The person must by
at least 65 years of age, a Linden resident, and
have displayed exceptional service to the
community. Deadline is March 18, 2011.

DON’T GIVE GOD
INSTRUCTIONS – JUST REPORT
FOR DUTY!

In a recent issue of the United Methodist Relay,
we read of the death of Rev. John Renville
Bowering. Rev Bowering served as an interim
pastor here, after the death of his father, who
had been appointed, and served a short time, as
pastor of our church.
Messages of condolence may be sent to his
daughter, Jani Rae Bowering, 506 Buhler Ave.,
Pine Beach, N. J. 08741.
We extend our deepest sympathy to his family
and friends.

Fleming Long, Gregg Carhart and William
Steiniger Scholarships to members of our
church. This is available to graduating
high school students, and those already
attending college. It is not only available
for college, but for any continuing
education after high school.
Unfortunately, the interest rate offered
in July 2010, to mature in 2011 was very
low so that, this year, the scholarship will
be a small one. Applications are
available in the church office. See Doris
Henel, secretary. Deadline, April 31st.
If you are in college, or planning to go on for
further education, please take advantage of
these scholarships. The cost for furthering your
education is very costly, and every bit helps!!

THE FOLLOWING SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE
1. HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS – The Linden
Interfaith Council offers scholarships to
any graduating seniors active in a faith
community within the City of Linden
Awards range from $200. to $600. For
applications contact Council President,
Robert Jenco at rjenco@comcast.net.
2. GREATER NJ CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Each UMC may nominate one student to
the Conference. for a scholarship, who is
attending a Methodist College
There is also a list of additional
scholarships available from the
Conference. Please speak to the
secretary, Doris Henl, if you would like a
copy of this list. Deadline is
March 31, 2011.
3. UMC OF LINDEN SCHOLARSHIPS - Once
again, our church is offering the Diane

CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE HAS
TIME CHANGE!
BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13th
OUR CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE IS
FROM 10:30 AM TO 11:30 AM. WITH
OUR CHOIR REHEARSAL TAKING
PLACE FROM 9:00 AM. TO 10:00 AM.
WE ARE NO LONGER MEETING FOR
OUR CHURCH SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.
UNTIL WE RETURN TO OUR SUMMER
SCHEDULE WHEN WE MEET IN
ALDERSGATE HALL.
PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THIS
CHANGE IN SCHEDULE.

GOD IS PERFECT…..
ONLY MAN MAKES MISTAKES.

BITS AND PIECES

Congratulations to our organist, Jane McCarthy,
who celebrated her birthday at a gathering
planned by her husband, Bill, at Rolf’s on
Sterling Road in Warren. Birthdays are always
special, especially when surrounded by family and
friends.
Happy Birthday, Jane, and many more!!
We were sorry to hear of the sudden death of
Beatrice Bradford’s employer. She and Mycroft
were in Ghana, Africa and came home early. She
had been working for him for the last 15 years
and it was a loss that the whole family felt. We
are all praying for all of them as Beatrice faces an
uncertain future, although she says “she is leaving
it to the Lord”. Faith can move mountains!!
Linda Wylie has moved into her own apartment at
45 Hussa Street. That is really close to the church
and she can walk to it anytime. Enjoy your new
place, Linda!
Be careful of the ice out there! Louise Beyer
stepped out of her house, walked down the steps
and slipped on the “black Ice” on the steps. She
broke her foot and has a long recuperation period
in front of her. That’s one of the reasons our
church attendance is lower when there is ice on
the ground. Take care of yourself, Louise, and be
patient – you’ll be back as good as new when this
is all over.
Charles Ettel is a happy man! He has moved into
the Senior Citizen housing and had his house sold,
but it fell through. Recently it was sold again (this
time for cash) and the closing will be soon. Happy
days, Charlie!
Gertrude and Mickey Kiely have been staying with
her daughter while their apartment building they

lived in was repaired after a fire and water
damage was done to the building. They are
hoping that sometime in February they will be
able to return to their apartment. We hope so,
too!!
We miss Lourdes Kozar very much. She has been
working on Sundays and has not been able to be
with us for worship. We look forward to seeing
her soon!
We also miss Joanne Marosi who has been
working on Sundays, too. Do you remember the
years that stores were closed on Sundays? It has
certainly made a big difference to churches and
their programs. Hope to see you soon, Joanne.
In the middle of this cold, snowy winter, Ida
Peralta and members of her family drove to
California. We hope she was able to miss some of
the terrible weather around Chicago. She will be
gone about a month and we’ll be very glad to see
her back home safe and sound again!
A special “thank you” to MaryJane Koslosky who,
after the death of her mother, closed out the
financial secretary’s (Mary Dalziel position for 32
years) books and made out the end of the year
statements for our church members who needed
them for their income tax report. They are being
given out in church and will be mailed to those
who have requested them. Please let us know if
you need yours!

QUESTION AND ANSWERS FROM
ELEMENTARY AGE CHILDREN:
Why did God give you your mother and not some
other Mom:
1. We’re related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than
other people’s moms like me.
HOLY THURSDAY (MAUNDY THURSDAY)
On Thursday, April 21st, the Nurture
Committee will host a SOUP SUPPER at 6:30
p.m. in Aldersgate Hall. This will be followed
by communion for all present.
Our soup suppers have always been enjoyed by
all and we are looking for a good turn-out
again. All members of our church are invited
to join us at 6:30 p.m. and members of El
Redentor are also invited.
The soup is being made by members of the
Nurture Committee and other members of our
church.
There will be reservation slips in the church
bulletin to sign up for the supper, so that the
committee will know how many to prepare for.
If you are not in church, and plan to attend the
supper, please call Doris Stamer, 925-0469.
Come join us as we prepare for the joy of
Easter Sunday.

Congratulations to Jonathon and Katie Jones,
who had a baby girl on February 3, 2011.
Annelie Joanne weighed 7 lbs. 10 oz. and she
has brought much joy to the Jones family.
Annelie is the granddaughter of Carol and
Jonathon Jones, and the first great grandchild
of Ethel Steiniger.
Jonathon, Katie and Annelie live in Clifton
Park, New York. Best wishes to the happy
family!

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE
(Not SUNRISE but we do start with an early
service)
8 AM – Early worship in the Memorial Garden –
our church & El Redentor is also invited.
8:30 AM – Easter breakfast in Aldersgate Hall –
both churches. Free-will offering will be
taken.
10:30 AM – United Methodist Church Easter
service in our sanctuary.
El Redentor will schedule their own service.
There will be reservation forms in the church
bulletin for the Easter breakfast, and the Holy
Thursday Soup Supper. If you will not be in
church, please call Doris Stamer, 925-0469 to
make your reservation.
This is a very special day and we hope all our
members will attend as many events as you can.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Plans are not finalized yet, but the last few years
we have worshipped with the Reformed and
Calvin Presbyterian churches. It was held in our
church last year, so it will be in one of those this
year.
Further information about Good Friday and all our
other Easter events will be in the April Messenger.

SOME PICTURES OF CHURCH MEMBERS AND HAPPY
TIMES!

Bob Losyk checks things out and enjoys the day!

Bertina Bradford received our scholarship last year.
Who will receive it this year?

Linda Wylie takes her turn working at the Fair!
United Methodist Women visit Delaire Nursing Home.

What a busy White Elephant room at the Church Fair!

Norman Carhart who is serving as our Endowment
Treasurer

CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
TIME
At the Administrative Council meeting on
December 8, 2010, it was voted unanimously to
have our meetings during the day rather than in
the evening. There are four meetings a year, and
for this year, they will meet at 10:00 a.m. The
schedule for our Council meetings this year is:
Wednesday – March 9
Wednesday – June 8
Wednesday – September 14
Wednesday – December 14
All chairperson and members of committees are
members of the Administrative Council. We
believe that many people do not like to go out to
meetings at night (especially in the winter) and
we are hopeful that more will attend a day-time
meeting. If you need transportation, please call
Doris Henel, and it will be arranged for you.
This is OUR church and we need everyone to have
a part of all decisions that are made. PLEASE
MARK THESE DATES FOR THE YEAR. ON YOUR
CALENDAR AND PLAN TO ATTEND.

BIBLE STUDY DURING LENT
The Interfaith Council will be sponsoring Bible
Study classes on Sunday afternoons at 3:30 p.m.
on the following dates:
MARCH 13
MARCH 27
MARCH 20
APRIL 3
APRIL 10
All members of churches belonging to the Interfaith
Council are welcome to attend. They will be held in
Aldersgate Hall in our church.
We look forward to a good attendance. Light
refreshments will be served.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
The United Methodist Church of
Linden and El Redentor will meet
together for the Ash Wednesday
service at 7:30 p.m., March 9th.

SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER AT REFORMED CHURCH
WHERE?
WHEN?
TIME?
COST?

REFORMED CHURCH OF LINDEN
600 North Wood Avenue
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2011
6:00 P.M.
$10.00

Usually the United Methodist Women have a Pancake
Supper in our church and all members are invited.. This
year they decided to attend the Reformed Church
Potato Pancake Shrove Tuesday Supper. The United
Methodist Women have made arrangements to receive
tickets for their members. If any other members would
like to attend, please contact Jane Dedinsky, 486-1825,
to make arrangements for your ticket.
We look forward to a very nice evening, with good food
and good friends!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN RUMMAGE SALE
Our Spring Rummage Sale will be as follows:
FRIDAY, APRIL 15 – 9 TO 1 P.M.
SATURDAY, APRIL 16 - 9 TO NOONTIME
We will be setting up from Monday through
Thursday, whichever time is convenient for each
person. We will concentrate on a large group on
Thursday. Please plan to help the women – they
can no longer do it alone but need your support!
The following items can be brought downstairs to
Epworth Hall anytime: men, women and
children’s clothing, linens, shoes, purses, soft
covered books, jewelry. toys. Thank you!

MARCH 2011
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
NO UMW TODAY
4:30-6:30 - Weight
Watchers
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

6
9 --Choir Rehearsal
10:30 – Worship Service

7
7-Board of Trustees
(D.Beyer,T.Henel,
W.Hanns,J.Stamer
C.Ettel,G.Baldwin
F.Losyk)

3

4:30-9:30 FencingSch
4:30-9:30-FencingSch.
9
10 AM – ADM.
COUNCIL MEET.
IN ALDERSGATE
HALL. ALL
WELCOME

10

4:30-9:30 Fencing
School

4:30-9:30Fencing School

14

15

16

17

4:30-9:30Fencing School

4:30-6:30-Weight
Watchers in
Aldersgate Hall
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

4:30-9:30Fencing School

4:30-9:30-Fenc.Sch

9 AM - Choir
10:30-Worship Service
3:30 INTERFAITH
COUNCIL BIBLE
STUDY – our church

2

THURSDAY

8 SHROVE TUESDAY
6 PM-POTATO
PANCAKE SUPPER
AT REF. CH. $10.
ALL INVITED. UMW
WILL ATTEND.
4:30-6:30 -Weight
Watchers in Aldersgate
Hall
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch.

13

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY
4 WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER AT
REFORMED CH.
ALL INVITED.
UMW & CHURCH
CHOIRS WILL
TAKE PART
11

SATURDAY
5

9:30-1:30
Fencing School
12

9:30-1:30 –
Fencing School
in gym
18

19

1

20
9:00 AM Choir Rehearal
10:30 -Worship Service

21

22

23

24

3:30 INTERFAITH
COUNCIL BIBLE
STUDY – our church

4:30 – 9:30
Fencing School

4:30-9:30
Fencing School

4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

27
9:00 - Choir
10:30 Worship Service
3:30 INTERFAITH
COUNCIL BIBLE
STUDY – our church

28

4:30-6:30-Weight
Watchers in Aldersgate
Hall
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch
29
4:30 – 6:30 Weight
Watchers in Aldersgate
Hall
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

30
4:30-6:30- Weoght
Watchers in Aldersgate
Hall.
4:30 - 6;30-Femcing
Sch

31 YEAR END
REPORTS DUE
4:30-6:30 Weight
Watchers in
Aldersgate Hall
4:30-6:30-Fencing Sch

4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch

9:30-1:30Fencing School
in gym

25

26

9:30-1:30Fencing Sch

