
The Epiphany of Our Lord  
Matthew 2:1-12  

… he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus 
it is written by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of 

Judah (Matthew 2:4-6) 
 

A bright and shining star, put in the heavens by the Lord alerts some sky-watchers from far away that a King 

has been born! Those men, trained astronomers of the Ancient Near East (Babylon or Persia perhaps) 

recognize this star as telling them that a King has been born. But, how will they find Him? Even through the 

miracle of the Epiphany Star, it's still all about God's Word. The star leads the Wise Men first to Jerusalem to 

hear God's Word in the Scriptures: “Bethlehem!” The Word of God tells them where to go and the star points 

out the house where they find the infant Jesus. 

It's the same today. We don't find Jesus by looking for some miracle. We learn where He is from the Word. 

Without the Word we shall never find Jesus. Without the Word, we will never have our true King! The Word 

tells us that the Son of God came in the flesh at Bethlehem. The Word tells us that He was baptized at the 

Jordan River. The Word teaches us that He was crucified on Calvary and laid in a tomb from which He rose 

on the third day. 

But how will YOU find Him? Where will YOU go to see Jesus? The Word tells you that, too. The Word says 

to find Him at the font, where His water and Spirit wash you clean. The Word says to find Him in His church 

where repentance and forgiveness are preached in His name. His Word says to find Him upon the altar, in 

His very flesh and blood which was born, died and rose for you. 

And having found where He is, we, like the Wise Men, offer the best of our gifts of praise and thanksgiving. 

The greatest gift is not the one we bring, but the Baby Himself, who is the gift of our salvation. It is to Jesus 

that the bright shining star of His Word always points. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

O God, who by the leading of a star made manifest Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant 

that we, who know You now by faith, may after this life joyfully behold Your glorious Godhead; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. (Collect for the Epiphany of Our Lord) 

Rev. Dr. Ricardo Ramos. 

 
  



LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY    
 
January 1   
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
January 9   
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
 
January 16    
Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11 
I Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
 
January 23   
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1,4-9 
I Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
 
January 30    
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15 
I Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5L1-12 
 
  

             

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY TO: 

Joan Smith     2 
George M. Barnes    3 
MaryJean Barnes    4 
Brian Martinson    5 
Tara Stamer     7 
Ryan Woods     8 
Nereida Woodfield    14 
Julie Smith (Henel)    15 
Tammy Cammarata    17 

Lauren Cammarata   19 
Cllaudette Harty   19 
Donna Mugavero   26 
Michael Curtin    30 
 
        ………….and many, many more!!! 
 
 
ANOTHER CHRISTMAS FAIR IS OVER  
 
Thanks to the wonderful cooperation 
and help in all areas we had a 
successful Christmas Fair.  We thank 
everyone who set up, those who 
worked the tables and gym, 
contributed items, money, baked 
goods, waited on tables, served and 
made the food in the kitchen and 
cleaned up.  It was a beautiful day 
and our Fair was busy all day with 
present and previous members, old 
and new friends, and five tables with 
vendors who enjoyed the day very 
much and found it very worthwhile. 
We were pleased to have help from 
some of the children (young & older) 
of our members  
The breakdown is as follows: 
 
  Kitchen   867.50 
 Table Rentals  150.00 
 Bake Table   358.05 
 New & Almost New 327.00 
 White Elephant  227.65 
          1,930.00  
There may be a difference in the final 
figure when everything is completed. 
You will find pictures taken at the 
Fair by Lourdes Kozar throughout this 
newsletter.  We appreciate her 
arranging her schedule so that she 
could be with us that day. 
Thank you all for helping!! 
 

 
 



LETTER FROM GERRI HOLLAND, A YOUNG PREVIOUS  
 MEMBER OF OUR CHURCH    

Hi to all church members: 
It’s been a long time since I contacted you. I am so 
sorry for that.  I am not in Linden very often and have 
been depending on Janet Pavlinic’s Christmas letter to 
get a little news. 
I, like Janet, have had kidney problems, since 2001.  I 
went on dialysis in 2004, and got a transplant from my 
baby brother, Jon Holland in 2008.  We are both fine. 
My husband, Ron Casey and I now live in Bowie, Md.  
Casey is retired from the Navy Reserve with 28 years 
of service, and I with 24 yrs.  Casey is also retired from 
NCIS.  Yes, just like the TV show.  He has lately been 
coming clean about some of his “adventures”.  It 
seems his career was like NCIS, and NCIS   Los Angeles.  
He worked undercover quite a bit. 
We have 3 kids.  Ronnie, my stepson is 39.  He is 
married and has 3 kids.  Lauren, whom I once brought 
to a Methodist Women’s luncheon, is now 28.  She 
has an 11 year daughter, named Jada.  My younger 
son, Kevin, is 24.  No kids.  They are doing well. 
We have moved about 12 times since we got married 
at the Church in July 1975, and we may make another 
move to Florida.  We even lived in London, England for 
3 yrs. on the city estate of the Duke of 
Northumberland, Syon Park, which is on the Thames 
River across from Kew Gardens. 
I saw John Henel at our 40th HS reunion in October, as 
well as many friends and Casey and I are going to try 
to get back to Linden for a church service in 2011.  We 
hope to see you all there. 
I will try to keep in touch better.  I miss you all, 
especially Nancy Jane Baldwin and Mrs. Baldwin and 
Mrs. Henel.  Please allow my email address to be 
printed so that my friends can contact me. 
Thank you.  Love you. 
                   Gerri Holland Casey 
Email address – GCasey2001@aol.com 
 
(Editor Note – Gerri called me when she was here for 
the reunion and it was wonderful to hear from her.  
Her wedding mentioned in her letter, was catered by 
our church Wednesday Workshop and the reception 
was in Aldersgate Hall and Epworth Hall.  What great 
memories!      Doris Henel) 
 
 
 
 

                  

      
It was one full house at our Christmas Fair. 

 

 
Some of the kitchen crew stops working for a picture 

 

 
Charles Lamont & Jayne Cocco come up from 

Maryland and lunch with Doris Henel. 
                                     
 
 



INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE   

On November 21st at 3:00 p.m. the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Worship service was held at the 
United Methodist Church of Linden. 
Rev. Ramos was the host pastor, and the 
ministers from the Reformed, Presbyterian, and 
Calvin Presbyterian churches all took part in the 
service. 
It was a beautiful service with choir members 
from the various interfaith churches taking part.   
The choir was led by the director from Calvin 
Pres. and the organist was from our church. 
Refreshments were served following the service 
in Aldersgate Hall.  It is always a pleasure to meet 
members from other churches and to enjoy the 
voices of the large choir. 
 
**************************************** 
 

 
Tom Henel does his usual good job of 

waiting on tables at the Fair. 
**************************************** 

 
WE DON’T CHANGE THE MESSAGE, 

THE MESSAGE CHANGES US! 

 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER   
 
The annual World Day of Prayer hosted by the 
women of the Interfaith Council churches will be 
in the Reformed Church on Friday evening. March 
4, 2011.  Please reserve this date on your calendar. 
There will be more information in the February 
Messenger about the service. 
 
 
PARTS OF AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE 
STAR LEDGER RECENTLY  
 
With the launch of the first prescription 
osteoporosis medication 15 years ago, millions of 
Americans with the bone-thinning disease began 
taking the drugs.   
But now many bone-health doctors are looking 
back and becoming increasingly uneasy.  In the 
last five years, evidence has emerged that long-
term use of osteoporosis drugs may do more harm 
than good. In rare cases people taking Fosamax,  
Boniva, Actonel and Reclast can develop jaw 
recrosis, a condition in which the jawbone begins 
to deteriorate or have a higher risk of developing 
esophageal cancer.  Of most concern is that long-
term use can develop rare and unusual fractures in 
the thigh bone, or femur. 
The Food & Drug Administration on Oct. 16 
announced that it will now require labels 
describing the risks. 
Doctors are suggesting that those taking these 
drugs for a long time; take at least a 1-year “drug 
holiday” to allow the bone-remodeling process to 
kick in again. 
****************************************  



 
BITS AND PIECES 
    
 Our Christmas Fair brought many church friends 
back to our church and it was wonderful to see: 
        Ginny and Bill Chavan who were both 
very active in our church along with their four 
children.  They now live in Pa. not far from 
daughter Debbie and her husband and son. 
       Charles Lamont and daughter,  Jayne Cocco, 
who drove up from Maryland to see family and 
church friends.  It is always good to see them and 
brings back many happy memories    
       Mike Dziamba and sister, Diane Drahos enjoy 
seeing old friends, but also spend most of the day 
in the kitchen helping out. Since their mother, 
Marie Dziamba is always working in the kitchen 
they want to give her a hand (and also help out 
the other senior citizens that are working there). 
       Some of the Parker Family who came to 
support their home church and also lunch with 
sister, Leona Parker, who worked all day behind 
the homemade baked goods table (with help 
from Brooke Beyer) 
       All our church members we don’t see too 
often, and those we do see.  And we also thank 
our friends who come to our Fair each year, eat 
lunch and stay to visit with other friends you all 
made the day very special and we thank you for 
the wonderful support. 
 

 
          Mike Dziamba and Diane Drahos 
 
We thank Louise Beyer who chaired our 
Christmas Fair, assisted by Lorraine Carhart. They 

did their usual fine job and certainly do 
appreciate all their hard work. 
 

 
             Doris Stamer and Ginny Chavan 
 
Congratulations to Nikkie Gonzales who was 
surprised with a birthday party in Aldersgate Hall 
after we finished with the Fair.  It is always hard 
to keep a surprise a secret, but this time they 
managed!  Happy Birthday, Nikkie. 
 
Bill Martin was in Linden a few times in recent 
weeks as he finished cleaning out his home on 
North Wood Avenue.  The house has been sold (in 
ONE day) and the closing is about a week before 
Christmas.  He is now living in Maine and will 
remain there at this time. We wish him lots of 
luck in his new location, and hope when he is 
down this way, he will stop and see us. 
 
Faith Halterman drove from Maine to spend 
about 5 days with Mary Barnes. She looks great 
and it is always good to see her.  She stayed with 
Mary at her home, and they both enjoyed lots of 
good visiting time. 
 
Barbara Bogard, a good friend of many of our 
church members sold her house in Elizabeth and 
is now living in Lakewood at the following 
address: 
  Leisure Village, East 
    905A Dumbarton, Lakewood, N.J. 09701 
She is enjoying her new home, and her daughter 
is much closer which makes them both happy. 
                



MORE BITS AND PIECES    
 
Mycroft Laryea has started treatment in Ghana 
for the sickle cell anemia that he has had since a 
child.  We are wishing him lots of luck and we 
continue to pray for him and his family. 
 
If you ask Carolyn Franz and Charles Ettel how 
they each like having an apartment in one of the 
Linden senior citizens homes, the answer from 
each it WONDERFUL.  If you missed getting their 
new addresses we are listing the information 
below: 
                 1601 Dill Avenue 
                 Linden, N. J. 07036 
   Carolyn is in Apt. 220 - Telephone 908-486-3792 
   Charles is in Apt. 517 – Telephone 908-494-8159 
 
Congratulations to Richard Gerbounka who was 
recently elected to his second 4-year term as 
Mayor of Linden.  We are pleased to have him 
and his wife, Dorothy, as members of our church 
although their time is so limited that we do not 
see them as often as we would like. We hope he 
and the City of Linden will have a great future. 
 

 
 The Gym (white elephant items) overflowed with  

Interesting items and many people looking for 
bargains. 

Kathryn Gmitter – Gertrude Kiely – Doris Stamer 
 
 

MANY FOLKS WANT TO SERVE GOD, BUT ONLY AS 
ADVISORS. 

 

 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Rev. Betty 
Horne and her family, on the death of her mother, 
Minnie Gray on July 8, 2010.  The funeral service 
was held at Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Newark.  Her father. Alpheus Gray is now a 
resident of The Arbor Glen Center in Cedar 
Grove, N.J. 
We have many lovely memories of Rev. Horne and 
her parents.  They attended our church while their 
daughter was the pastor here.  Although, it was a 
short time, we enjoyed the whole family and were 
very sad when they had to leave.   
 
 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR    
 
Have you forgotten about ordering 
flowers for the altar on Sunday 
mornings?  There is a wall flower 
chart in the church office and you can 
sign up for any Sunday that is not 
taken by someone else, and have 
flowers in memory or honor of a loved 
one.  After the church service you can 
take them home, or see that a shut-in 
or church member receives them.  
The flowers add so much to the 
beauty of the altar and honor those 
we have lost but not forgotten.  
 

 
WHAT GOES UP MUST COME DOWN!    
 
On Sunday, January 8th, following the worship 
service, we will take down the Christmas 
decorations and pack them away for another year. 
Please plan to stay and help.  It does not take long 
if we have a number of people to help.  We count 
on you!!! 
 
 



CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Sarah Dziamba, daughter of Michael and Pat 
Dziamba (and granddaughter of Marie Dziamba) 
received her Master of Arts Degree in Florence, 
Italy on December 3, 2010.  Her major was Art 
History. 
Michael and Pat traveled to Italy to see their 
daughter receive  this special degree and also 
enjoyed touring around the area for a week. 
Our best wishes to Sarah – we know how hard 
she worked, but it was all worth it. 
 
A lovely coffee hour was held on Sunday, 
December 12th in Aldersgate Hall following our 
worship service.  El Redentor was invited to join 
us so we could celebrate the Christmas season 
together but the weather was very rainy and not 
too many were able to travel from Elizabeth;  
However, those that did make it were happy to 
be there and we enjoyed having them. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING THAT HAVE 
BEEN ON OUR PRAYER LIST THIS PAST MONTH: 
Mary Barnes   Mary Dalziel 
Leona Parker   Janet Pavlinic 
Mycroft Laryea  Ethel Strand 
Raymond Meisnest  Katherine Perona 
Wayne Hanns   Anita Hawkes 
Sheila Brown   Pauline Agumba 
 

 
 
Ruth Schulte waits to collect the money after you 

have eaten.  She collected a lot the 
day of the Fair. 

NEW TIME SCHEDULE FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL MEETING 
 
At the recent Administrative Council 
meeting in Aldersgate Hall, a motion 
was made, seconded and carried 
unanimously, that the dates of future 
meeings would remain the same, but 
the Council would meet during the 
day instead of evenings.  The schedule 
will be as follows: 
 
 The  2nd Wednesday of March, 
 June, September, December. 
 The time hasn’t been set yet,  
 but you will be given advanced  
         notice before the meetings. 
          
After checking past meetings and the 
people that have attended them, it 
was realized that none of them work 
outside the home and so are all 
available during the day.  Many of the 
women no longer wish to drive a 
distance at night and meeting during 
the day was the best solution for 
2011.  This schedule can be changed 
in other years, depending on the 
schedule of those elected to office at 
that time. 
 
 

 
Gay Kulberda, one of our waitresses, shows 
Debbie Loiselle there is always time for fun!



   JANUARY, 2011    
       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 
8:30 – Choir 
10 – Worship Service 

3   7- Board of Trustee 
(D.Beyer,T.Henel,J. 
Stamer,W.Hanns,C. 
Ettel,G.Baldwin,B. 
Losyk) PLEASE 
            ATTEND 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch    

4 
12-United Meth Women 
11-Bible Study 
4:30-6:30 - Weight 
                      Watchers 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch 

5 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- FencingSch 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-FencingSch. 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

1     9:30-1:30 
Fencing School 
 
_____________ 
8     9:30- 1:30 
Fencing School 
   in Gym 

9 
 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10  – Worship Service 
11 – Taking down the 
  Christmas Greens. 
  PLEASE REMAIN 
 TO HELP. 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch. 
 

11  
 
11 - Bible Study 
4:30-6:30 -Weight 
Watchers in Aldersgate 
Hall 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30 Fencing 
School 
 

13 
 
  
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-  
Fencing School 
 

14 15 
 
 
 
 
 
9:30-1:30 – 
Fencing School 
   in gym 
 

16 
 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10-Worship Service 
 
INTERFAITH 
MEETING 
AT REFORMED 
CHURCH 

17 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

18    
11- Bible Study in 
     Youth Room 
 4:30-6:30-Weight 
Watchers in 
   Aldersgate Hall   
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch 
     

19 
 
1 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
  

 20 
 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-Fenc.Sch 

21   
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
9:30-1:30- 
Fencing School 
   in gym 
 
 

23  
 
8:30 Choir Rehearal 
10-Worship Service 
 

24 
 
 
 
4:30 – 9:30 
Fencing School 
 
 

25  
 11 – Bible Study 
4:30-6:30-Weight 
Watchers in Aldersgate 
Hall 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch 

26 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30 
Fencing School    

27 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch              

28 
 
 

29 
  
 
 
9:30-1:30- 
Fencing Sch    

30   
  8:30 - Choir  
10:00 Worship Service 
 
 

31 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch 
 
 
 

     

 
 

 


