
REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY 
MAY 23RD, 2010 

Acts 2:1-11 

What would you say has been the most exciting event in your life so far?  The disciples who were 

gathered in the upper room at the first Pentecost would have no trouble answering that question. 

They would immediately tell us the story of the Holy Spirit's dramatic descent on the followers of 

Jesus. A great, thundering wind! Tongues of scarlet fire parting over their heads! Each person 

filled with the Holy Spirit! Everyone suddenly speaking in languages they had never known before! 

What a day that was!  

At Pentecost the gift of the Spirit filled the disciples with the energy and power to speak so that 

people from many nations could understand them. It was an event that changed the world and 

gave birth to the universal Church 

 
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

The game of one-upmanship can cause trouble even in religious communities. When St. Paul 

wrote this letter to the Corinthians, they were debating about whose spiritual gifts were better. Did 

those who could speak in foreign tongues have a more valuable gift than those who could 

prophesy? The truth is revealed in the letter. All of the gifts of the Spirit are valuable. And they are 

all given for the common good.  

In the Spirit we are all made one in the Body of Christ. Whatever our different gifts, there is one 

God who produces them and makes us one. 

 

John 20: 19-23 

Some events are so life-changing that we have to keep going back to them in memory to grasp 

their true meaning. That's how it was with the gospel writers and the resurrection of Jesus. In this 

reading, John recalls the evening of the first Easter. Jesus appears in the midst of the disciples and 

gives them his peace. He breathes on them and gives them the breath of the Holy Spirit so that 

they have the power to forgive sins.  

As we know from the first reading, the Spirit would be experienced again as fire and a mighty wind 

at Pentecost. But whatever form the Spirit takes, his gifts are intended to bring unity and peace to 

the Body of Christ. 

 
Rev. Dr. Ricardo Ramos-Diaz
  



LECTIONARY FOR MAY         
 
May 2      
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 
 
May 9          
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 57 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
 
May 16      
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
 
May 23       
Acts 2:1-21;  Psalm 104:24-34 
Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 
 
May 30     
Proverbs 8:1-4; Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
 
****************************************    

 
 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Kerry Abbott     2 
Laurel Hanns     3 
Richard Woodfield    4 
Irene Modrak     4 
Curtis Burns     5 
Nancy Martinson    5 
Carolyn Franz     6 
Joyce Carhart                7 
Lorraine Carhart    9 
Ethel Strand     9 
Bridget Crespo    10 
Patricia Martinson    10 
Ed Burns     18 
Richard Brinckmann    20 

Evan Schickel     20 
Alan G. Woodfield    26 
Theresa Heinaman    27 
Courtney Martinson    28 
 
         ……….And many, many more!!!! 
 
 
THANK YOU     
 
The United Methodist Women are pleased to 
announce that the amount of money raised for the 
long-time member with the serious health 
problems totaled $1,114.00.  A check in that 
amount has been sent and we thank any of those 
members who helped make this a success.  
The United Methodist Women contributed from 
their treasury, many wonderful donations were 
received, all money raised from the Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper sponsored by the UMW, 
and money from the Ash Wednesday and Lenten 
envelopes. approved by the Administrative  
Council, added up to the grand total.  
We thank everyone for their help.  Isn’t that what 
we are all about?   
 

 
WEIGHT WATCHERS     
 
A special Charge Conference held on Sunday, 
March 14th following the worship service, 
approved the Weight Watchers lease with the 
church, as they started meeting in Aldersgate 
Hall on a weekly basis. 
They meet every Tuesday, from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. and we are very happy to welcome 
them.  They met here many years ago, and it 
is a pleasure to have them return. 
They are very pleased with the facilities and 
join the Candy Mountain Day Care and the 
Fencing School that also meet on a regular 
basis in our church buildings. 
 
 
ALL SERVICES ARE DIFFERENT.  WE 
 
LEAVE THE REPEATS TO TV. 
 



 
 

Many years ago, Louise Hasbrouck brought a very 
good friend to our church as a visitor, and she 
stayed and became a member.  Eleanor Butler, a 
widow when we first met her, was a joyful person 
with a laugh that made you want to join her.  She 
came to church on a regular basis, but when she 
could no longer drive and her health became a 
problem, is was difficult for her to continue 
attending and travel from Westfield. 
Recently, as her health failed, she spent some time 
in the hospital, and then in Genesis Nursing Home 
in Westfield.   
Ellie died on March 18. 2010  and the funeral 
service. conducted by Rev. Ramos was held in 
Grey’s Funeral Home. Westfield on March  22nd.  
       Burial was in Rosedale Cemetery in Linden, 
not far from some of the Hasbrouck graves, her 
very good friends. 
We will miss, Ellie, but always remember what a 
joyful person she was! 
 
                 ********************** 
 
We extend our sympathy to Vera Horsch and her 
family on the loss of her sister-in-law, Elaine 
Janice Petri who died at the Center for Hope in 
Scotch Plains, on March 15, 2010. 
 
 
We also extend our sympathy to Diann 
Schweikadt, our former organist, and substitute 
during the summer, on the death of her father, 
Andrew R, Saldutti of Berkeley Township, N. J. 
who died at Community Medical Center, Toms 
River, N. J.  He formerly lived many years in 
Clark, N. J. and was an engineer at Fort 
Monmouth, and an excellent pianist. 
 
 

 
We were saddened to read of the death of Eugenia 
M. Shupek, sister of the late Anne Freshwater. 
Anne and her husband, Max, were members of our 
church for over 50 years.  Eugenia had not been 
well for a number of years and was living with her 
sister, Mary Neckorcuk of Branchburg, at the time 
of her death.  She had previously lived all her life 
in Linden. 
**************************************** 

BAPTISM 
On March 21,2010, Cristian Amani Gonzalez was 
baptized by Rev. Dr. Ricardo Ramos-Diaz in our 
sanctuary.   
Cristian was born on March 18, 2009 at Robert 
Wood Johnson Hospital, New Brunswick, N. J. 
He is the son of Nicolette D’Amore and John 
Gonzalez.  The godparents are Agustin M. 
Gonzalez and Melinda Torres. 
It was a beautiful ceremony and as Rev. Ramos 
walked around the sanctuary carrying Cristian, he 
was a very contented baby with a smile for 
everyone.   
Our best wishes to the happy family and we 
welcome you to our church. 
 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER    
Let everything that has breath praise God. 

The worship service emphasized the importance 
that the people of Cameroon, Africa, place on 
music and celebrations in their praise of God. 
Members from Calvin Pres., Linden Pres., Mt. 
Moriah, St. Elizabeth, Reformed, First Baptist and 
Methodist Churches sand in the choir, read 
scripture and told the story of life in Cameroon. 
Many thanks to all who helped provide this insight 
into the world of Cameroon, Africa. 
Jane McCarthy, our organist and choir director 
was wonderful and Gertrude Baldwin provided the 
feeling and scenes familiar to Cameroon. 
Each year the Interfaith Council has a program 
about a different country.  Next year it will be 
Chile, South America. 
The program information is provided by the World 
Day of Prayer Committee.  Everyone’s support of 
these programs is appreciated. 
                     God’s Blessings to All, 
                    UMC Outreach Committee 
                   Carolyn Franz, Chairperson 



BITS AND PIECES 
 

    
 
Lourdes Kozar, is our church official 
photographer and is the one that provides all the 
wonderful pictures in our Messenger and on our 
Web Site.  It seemed only fair that we include a 
picture of her with her wonderful grandchild.  She 
is one proud and happy grandmother and we 
submit the picture below, and above, to prove it. 
 

 
 
Carolyn Franz has now joined the ranks of the 
retired.  She worked for over 40 years for an 
insurance office in Elizabeth and they closed the 
office and moved it to their other location in 
Chatham.  We will be happy to have her join us in 
the weekly Bible Study (held on Thursday 
mornings) and the group that goes to the movies 
on Fridays.  And of course, they go out to eat after 
each event.  Welcome, Carolyn. 
 
Doris Henel will be leaving in early June for the 
graduation of her granddaughter, Tessa 

Henelsmith, from the University of Denver.  She 
will be joined by Tessa’s parents, John Henel and 
his wife, Julie Smith, and her sister and brother, 
Nina and Alec.Henelsmith.  (Three different 
names, but one happy family!) 
Tessa is one of the lucky ones - she has found 
work in her field and is happy to be staying in 
Denver, which is a city she enjoys very much. 
 
In April, Debbie Horne will be driving her mother 
and Doris Stamer, to the Sight and Sound Theatre 
in Lancaster, Pa. to see the brand new production 
of “Joseph”.  They will make it a day trip. 
In May Doris Henel, Bobbie Bogard, Gertrude 
Baldwin, Carolyn Franz, Lorraine and Bob 
Carhart, Mary Barnes, Ruth Schulte, Mary Jane 
Koslosky, Mary Dalziel and Mildred Ebert will 
take two days, staying to see “Joseph” and to do a 
little sight-seeing and shopping.  They will be 
staying overnight in the Millstream Country Inn in 
Smoketown, Pa. 
 
After being closed during the winter months, 
Ralph and Paula Horsch have once again opened 
their Dairy Queen at the corner of Elm Street and 
Wood Avenue.  The first week looked like half of 
young people of Linden had been waiting for the 
opening – they were lined up to get waited on.  
Spring must be here!!! 
 
In May we look forward to the return of Mary 
Barnes, Ruth Schulte and Tom and Caroline Long 
from their winter homes in Vero Beach, Florida. 
Gail Martin Giuffrida  (a former member of our 
church) and her husband, Mike, also have a home 
there.  They left the end of April, Gail to visit her 
son, Bill in Maine, and Mike to return to their 
home near Washington, D. C. 
We understand that the winter was not the best in 
Florida this year, but it still beats all the snow we 
had!  Welcome home!! 
 
Ethel Steiniger has returned from spending a few 
months in North Carolina visiting at the home of 
her daughter, Joan and her husband.  Her children 
thought it would be good to get out of the cold 
winter weather of the north. However, they also 
had snow in North Carolina!!  So much for 
spending time in the warm climate of the south. 
Although, they did have some of that also. 
 



SYMPATHY  
 

 
We recently had a telephone call from Barbara 
Spillinger in Washington, D. C. informing us of 
the death of Betty Winans Chance.  The Winans 
family were very active members of this church 
many years ago – Mrs. Cora Winans teaching 
Sunday School and her husband providing 
financial assistance in those early difficult 
financial years.  They will always have a special 
place in the hearts of some of our long-time 
members. 
Betty was the youngest of the Winans children.  
She lived in Trenton, N. J. and moved to 
Richmond, Virginia to be near her daughter as she 
aged and her health became a problem. 
Her funeral service was held in the United 
Methodist Church in Port Elizabeth, N. J. (south 
of Trenton) .  
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and 
friends of Betty Winans Chance. 
 
                          **************** 
 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Gertrude 
Baldwin and her family on the death of her 
brother, Walter Hicinbothem on Friday, March 26, 
2010. at the Delaware Valley Veterans Home in 
Philadelphia, Pa. He was 85. 
Walter was brought up in this church. He was a 
U.S. Submarine veteran of World War 11 serving 
in the Navy. 
He retired in 1992 from RCA Laboratories in 
Princeton, N.J. after more than 25 years.  He was 
an official with the Lower Bucks Swimming 
League and a submarine tour guide at Penns 
Landing. 
Walter was the husband of Virginia (Boucher) 
Hicinbothem for 61 years and the father of 5 
daughters, 2 sons, 13 grandchildren, 5 great-
grandchildren and his sister, Gertrude Baldwin. 

The viewing was held at James J. Dougherty 
Funeral Home, Levittown, Pa. on March 30th 
followed by a prayer service at 4 p.m. 
Burial, and a graveside service, was March 31, 
2010 at Washington Crossing National Cemetery. 
Walter will be missed very much by his loving 
family and friends. 
 
 
PALM SUNDAY – A SPECIAL DAY    
 
At 2:15 p.m. on Palm Sunday, a group of our 
church women visited Delaire Nursing Home to 
spread some cheer and greetings on this special 
day, to some of the patients in the Home. 
Gertrude Baldwin, who organized the day, 
brought some old hymnals so that we could all 
join together singing some of the very old hymns 
that were so familiar to all present.  Games were 
played and prizes won by our guests.  Delicious 
homemade cookies were served and some of the 
extras were shared with other patients.  Palms 
were also distributed to those attending and one of 
the employees also gave some to other guests in 
their rooms. 
Although it was a rainy day outside, there was 
much cheer and happiness in the nursing home.  It 
was a lovely visit and very much appreciated by 
the patients and enjoyed by our women. 
 
 
A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM PUBLIC 
SERVICE ELECTRIC & GAS 
COMPANY   
 
Are you and your family squeezed by 
these tough economic times?  The 
Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program and N. J. 
SHARES programs can help with 
your energy bill.  To find out which of 
these programs will best meet your 
needs, call 1-800-510-3102, Monday 
thru Saturday, or visit 
www.pseg.com/help to learn more 
and where to apply.  
 



   
 

Marjorie McLaughlin Bryant, wife of one of our 
previous ministers, Rev.Robert O. Bryant, died on 
Wednesday, March 31,2010.  A time of visitation 
was held on April 5th from 2 to 4 p.m.at the 
Carmona-Bolen Funeral Home in Whiting, N. J.   
The evening visitation was at 7 p.m. with funeral 
service following at 8 p.m. 
A Memorial Service will take place on Saturday, 
June 19, 2010 at 2 p.m. at the Whiting United 
Methodist Church, 55 Lacey Road, Whiting, N. J. 
Memorial gifts, in lieu of flowers, may be sent to 
the Centenary Fund and Preacher’s Aid Society, 
Greater NJ Conference, 1001 Wickapecko Dr., 
Ocean, N. J. 07712. 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Rev. Bryant 
and his family.  We have many fond memories of 
Marjorie from the years they spent with us. 
 
                            ********** 
 
A telephone call was received notifying us that 
William Lindlar, husband, of Lois Wheeler 
Lindlar, died on Friday, April 2, 2010. They were 
married for 61 years and he was retired from the 
Steamfitters Local 475 in 1989. .  
He had been in the hospital for a number of 
weeks, and his wife was also ill in a different 
hospital at the same time.  Lois is the daughter of 
Mayor and Mrs. Roy Wheeler, both deceased and 
her father was a long-time member of our church.  
Private funeral services were held under the 
direction of Werson Funeral Home, Linden.  
We extend our sympathy to Lois Lindlar, their 
daughters Lois and Christine, son. Roy and their 
grandchildren. 
 
 
IT WAS A HAPPY EASTER!  
 
We were joined on Holy Thursday by some of the 
members of El Redentor UMC for our communion 
service. 
On Good Friday, the Reformed Church, Calvin 
Presbyterian Church and El Redentor UMC all 

joined together with our members in our sanctuary 
for a very meaningful service.  All three pastors, 
Rev. Groeneveld (Reformed), Rev. Stone (Pres.) 
and our pastor, Rev. Ramos took part in the 
service with members from each church reading 
parts of the scripture and telling the old, old story 
that we never tire of hearing. A special thank you 
to Jane McCarthy who led a choir made up of 
members from the Reformed, Calvin and United 
Methodist Churches. How beautiful it was!! As 
the service progressed, the sanctuary darkened and 
at the end, we all left quietly to await the 
fulfillment of the scriptures. 
Easter Day dawned sunny and beautiful as a 
number of our members joined together for an 
early morning worship service in our Memorial 
Garden. The music, singing and joy abounded 
throughout Wood Avenue as we started the 
celebration of Easter Day. 
Leaving the Garden and joining others in 
Aldersgate Hall, everyone enjoyed a great 
breakfast prepared by Lorraine and Bob Carhart 
and Sharon and Steve Lutz.  The food was 
delicious and the fellowship wonderful, as always. 
Our sanctuary looked beautiful with our Easter 
banner (prepared by Gertrude Baldwin) hanging 
from the ceiling over the choir loft, the beautiful 
lilies standing tall on our altar railings and the 
very large wooden cross at the side of the altar 
with lovely colorful potted flowers at its base and 
the white cloth draped over the cross. 
The choir, directed by Jane McCarthy, and the 
singing of the congregation filled us all with joy. 
The pews were filled and we loved the voices of 
our very young children, all dressed in their new 
Easter clothing and joining the adults as we 
celebrated the resurrection of our Lord. 
It was a beautiful Easter celebration and we pray 
that the joy of that day will last us throughout the 
whole year and that we will all be true disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
THE WILL OF GOD NEVER 
TAKES YOU TO WHERE THE 
GRACE OF GOD WILL NOT 
PROTECT YOU.  
 



THE BEAUTIFUL LILIES FOR THE 
SANCTUARY ON EASTER SUNDAY     
 
Because not everyone could be present on Easter 
Sunday due to living a distance away, we are 
listing the lovely flowers that graced our altar on 
that day.  We thank everyone for sharing them 
with us. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS - 2010 
“The snow white blooms of the lily stand for new 

hope which Easter brings to all mankind – a 
message of peace, love, and immortality.” 

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
 

Loved Ones by MaryJane Koslosky and Kathy 
Curtin 

My Parents and Sister, Estella Cadavida, by Ida 
Peralta 

  Albert Henel, by his wife, Doris Henel 
Ralph M. Horsch, Sr. by Vera Horsch & Family 

Loved Ones, by Leona Parker 
Loved Ones, by Gertrude Baldwin 

Fred Gmitter, by his wife, Kathryn Gmitter 
Randy & Cheryl Gmitter, by Kathryn Gmitter 

Geoffrey Lashley, by Suzanne & Jamilla Lashley 
Harold Deare, by Suzanne & Jamilla Lashley 
Our Parents, by Lorraine & Robert Carhart 

Loved Ones, by Lois & Ed Burns 
Betty & Gertrude Lamont, by Charles Lamont & 

Jayne Cocco 
My Mother & Brother, by Grace Hickman 

Loved Ones, by Doris Stamer 
Loved Ones, by Mildred Ebert 

Loved Ones by Gertrude & Mickey Kiely 
 
 

IN  HONOR OF   
 

Mary Dalziel , by her daughters, MaryJane & 
Kathy 

Junior, Carolina & Lucas, by Lourdes Kozar 
Our Families, by Robert & Lorraine Carhart 

Eva & Lola Diaz, (Mother & Grandmother) by the 
Pastor 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU, GERTRUDE BALDWIN,  
 

FOR A BEAUTIFUL EASTER SANCTUARY. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Baptism of Cristian Amani Gonzalez on Sunday, 
March 21, 2010 by Rev. Ricardo Ramos-Diaz. 
 
 

 
ANOTHER DEATH     
 
This has been a terrible period for deaths of 
members of our church, previous members and 
relatives.  Because they are all important to many 
of us, we always list them in our Messenger. 
 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of 
Shirley Christenson who died on March 29, 2010 
in Trinitas Hospital, Elizabeth. 
The Christenson family (including son Scott who 
was in Sunday School with Diane Dziamba 
Drahos), attended our church many years ago. 

Rev.Ramos conducted the service at Werson’s 
Funeral Home on Thursday, April 1, 2010. 
Entombment was in Hollywood Memorial Park, 
Union.   
Shirley was predeceased by her husband, Harold,  
She is survived by her son, Scott and his wife, 
Judy, 2 sisters, 2 brothers, 3 grandchildren and a 
great-granddaughter. 
A couple of our church members visited the 
funeral home to extend our warm wishes and 
sympathy from our congregation. 
 
**************************************** 
  
  

 
The women of the church visit Delaire Nursing 
Home for Easter to share hymns, games,  
refreshments and passing out palms. 
 
                                    

 
Some of the refreshments the women of Delaire 
Nursing Home enjoyed! 



   May   2010    
       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 
 
8;30 – Choir Rehearsal 
10 AM – Worship Ser. 

3 
7 PM – Board of 
   Trustees – (D.Beyer, 
T.Henel,J.Stamer, 
J.Valdez, W.Hanns, 
C.Ettel, B. Harty) 
PLEASE ATTEND IN 
YOUTH ROOM 
4:30-9:30-Fenc. Sch.           

4 
11:30 am – United 
   Methodist Women 
(bring a sandwich) 
 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch. 
4:30-Weight Watchers 

5 
 
 
4:30-9:30-Fencing 
Sch 
 
4:30-Weight Watchers 

6  
 
11 AM – Bible Study 
4:30-9:30-Fenc.Sch 

7  
 

1 
9:30-1:30 - 
Fencing School 
_____________ 
8     9:30-1:30  
Fencing School 
RENTAL -  
ALDERSGATE 
HALL 

9 
 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10 AM – Worship Ser 
 
MOTHER’S DAY 

10 
. 
 
  
4:30-9:30-Fencing Sch. 

11 
 
     
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 
4:30- 6:30-Weight 
Watchers in 
   Aldersgate Hall 
 

12 
 
 
4:30-9:30 Fencing 
School 
 
 

13` 
 
11- Bible Study 
4:30-9:30-  
Fencing School 
 
 

14 15 
 
 
9:30-1:30 – 
Fencing School 
RENTAL- 
Aldersgate Hall 

16 
 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10-Worship Service 
 

17 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

18    
 
Fenc. Sch. 4:30- 9:30  
 
4:30-6:30-Weight 
Watchers in 
   Aldersgate Hall 
         

19 
 
 
 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
  

 20 
 
 
11 –Bible Study 
4:30-9:30- 
Fencing School 
 

21   
 
 

22 
 
9:30-1:30- 
Fencing School 
RENTAL- 
Aldersgate Hall 

23  
    8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10:00-Worship Service 
5 PM – Interfaith 
Council-Aldersgate 
Hall 

24 
 
 
4:30 – 9:30 
Fencing School 

25  
 
4:30 –9:30  Fencing Sch. 
4;30-6:30-Weight 
Watchers in 
Aldersgate Hall 

26 
 
 
4:30-9:30 
Fencing School    

27 
 
11 – Bible Study 
4:30-9:30 
Fencing School 
  

28 
  
 

29 
9:30-1:30 
Fencing School 
RENTAL - 
Aldersgate Hall 

30  
 
8:30-Choir Rehearsal 
10-Worship Service 
  

31 
 
4:30-9:30- Fencing Sch. 
  
 
 

     

 


